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.and it consis{ently tops the in{érnationél educational Iéague tables.
.So what, exactly, is Finland doing Tight? The ansvver says Ph|| Beadle
goes vvay beyond the classroom '

‘ ‘ L t’s funny Dad, isn’t it Dad?” asks my . .Within educational circles, however; everyone knows the
: eight-year-old son, Lou, as he tucks his ‘narrative of the Finnish education system: fully
} -earlobe into his ear while ambling down one gomprehensive, no private schools, highly qualified -
teachers who are held up as respected and valued members
of society; and, most importantly, Finland is, as we know, at ¥
& the very top of the league tables of mternauonal :
comparison. Where it appears fa.u:lyemdent to the ext
observer that the juggernaut maqh
& Chma system, and of the S1 ga

of the main shopping streets of sunny
He1s1nk1 “Hotw the people McDonalds in
F1n1a.nd seem to have the same clevgrness asthe cleverest
people you would ever meet in England ... And wouldn’t it
be interesting (Dad) to do a cleverness comparison
between the people where we live and the people here?”
“Why?”
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5 E TH%H"'pﬁ - “BecauseIdon’t thmk the people in Levsnsham :
+ + ¥ ‘L * McDonalds would do very well.” E
T - WPHILBEADLE ISA + & He’s right. The charming ladies i in the Hels1nk1
3 +TOURNGEDUCATOR 5 McDonalds are so delightful, so bright and so articulate.

system tobet

LY ARE . that they don’t even have a script: they are trusted to give  * very well indeed, thank you.
SOME MINOR INFAMY - q q . 4 .
B B of their best in any of the three or four different languages But it is easy to eulogise, from i 1gn0rance, atadistance,
SPELL SOME QUITE that they routinely speak. So articulate are they thatyou  and to get it all wrong. What does the Finnish system
DIFFICULT WORDS AND feel almost tempted to take them to downtown Lewisham . actually look }ike close-up? I'm glad you asked. Because
~  FORENJOYING THE and show them how it’s really done. ; over the summer I took up the very kind invite of Ressu
COMPANY OF CHILDREN. . “Look. This is the correct surly expression; and youneed €omprehensive School in Helsinki to come and play, and to
to learn this particular, monosyllabic shrug... and we see what it is that makes the Finnish education system the
generally find it’s best not to master the home language; let * envy of the world. This is what I found.
_alone three others.” .
Outside of educational circles, Finland is very much the Independence days
underrated secret. At a two-hour time difference away “Oh, I don’t check their work!” says Principal, Erja Hoven,
from Britain’s grey fields and time-serving work-junkies, it somewhat gigglingly scandalised at the idea of monitoring
is aland of vast, granite slabs; air oxygenated by endless the work of the teachers in her team, “They are
forests of linden trees, pine and flowers; and wildlife onan professionals. They are proud of their job, and Itrust them
altogether different scale - where we have asthmatic Besides, they are all better teachers than me...
sparrows and scraggyfoxes, they have wolverine and elk. Erjahasbeen Principal of Ressu since 1992. It seems one
There’s alot of nature in Finland, a lot of trees, a lot of of the reasons that the Finnish education system is so very
resources... and not that many people. functional, so very healthy, is that teachers rarely change
it iy e
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jobs. Why would they? The government seems —'somehow -

to think it is important that they are happy in their work..
They are accountable to a degree, of course, but the

accountab]llty is proportlonate Not for them the Preml«er e

' League approach where a head teacher isn’t even a.llowed

_one aberrant set of results beforg he or she is sacked. If

~ they'vehada dodgy- season it might be down to the cohort
.the knee_]erk 1s not always to blame the teachers. Teac! rs
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OPINION | PHIL BEADLE

A British teacher would view the Finnish timetable with
tear-filled eyes of envious awe and bitter wonder. Lessons
are 45 minutes long, and after every single one thereisa
15-minute break. Dur1ng this time the younger -children play
outside, the older children catch up on stuff or chat, and the
teachers are actively encouraged to go to the staffroom and
" socialise. Their relatlonsh1ps with each other are held to
be unport'ant R y
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